Vedanta Lanjigarh distributes seeds to farmers to restore livelihoods amidst COVID-19
Date: 13 May 2020
Lanjigarh, Kalahandi District, Odisha; 13 May 2020: Vedanta’s alumina refinery in Lanjigarh,
is working with marginalized farmers in the area to develop a vegetable cultivation plan and has
distributed seeds to the ones most in need. The initiative aims to mitigate the effects of COVID19 on agriculture and allied activities in the area.
Vedanta’s Lanjigarh plant has already touched well over 1 lakh people in the area through its
precautionary and preventive measures. In this subsequent phase, in the fight against the global
pandemic, the alumina refinery is looking at restoring and sustaining the livelihood of the local
communities. As part of this effort, the Vedanta team has helped develop a vegetable cultivation
plan for the local farmers, whose source of income has been impacted adversely by COVID-19.
Under this initiative, the plant is ensuring availability of good quality seeds of bitter gourd, cowpea,
ridge gourd, etc. to the local farmers in need, in collaboration with the Agriculture and Horticulture
Department. The team has reached out to over 100 farmers in nearby villages, such as
Kadamguda, Balabhadrapur, Harekrushnapur, Chhatrapur, Bundel, Kapaguda, Kenduguda,
Dengsargi and Basantpada in the first phase of this vegetable cultivation plan, which will help
them in the cultivation of vegetables in kharif season.
Referring to this initiative undertaken by the plant, Mr. Rahul Sharma, CEO – Alumina Business
said, “At Vedanta, we are committed to enabling our communities become self-reliant and selfsufficient. As part of this endeavour, we have perceived the need to support the farmers in the
areas around our operations to help restore their livelihood. We are extending all support possible
to help the people affected by this pandemic and bring their lives to normalcy. We are closely
working with the government alongside our people and partners to emerge from these trying times
stronger together.”
Through this initiative, every farmer is being supported with more than 50% of the total seed cost
along with technical assistance. Vedanta has also helped these farmers in enrolling to the
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) scheme, under National Horticulture Mission, which will
help them in receiving reimbursement of 25% of the cost incurred per acre.
Vedanta Lanjigarh has also supported the local self-help group (SHG) members in sustaining
their livelihood by collaborating with them in the COVID-19 preparedness efforts. Over 1,00,000
washable cloth masks were prepared through local self-help groups which have been distributed
free of cost to the communities in tandem with the district administration. Over 100 Self-Help
Group members are being provided free of cost training, sewing machines and raw materials as

required, so they have a regular source of income to support their families at this time, when
sources of livelihood are scarce.
Vedanta is the largest producer of aluminium in India and remains the premier manufacturer of
metallurgical grade alumina. The company operates a 2 MTPA (million tonnes per annum)
capacity alumina refinery in Lanjigarh (Kalahandi district, Odisha), India since 2007 and an
associated 90 MW captive power plant.
About Vedanta Limited, Lanjigarh Unit (Alumina Refinery)
Vedanta is the largest producer of aluminium in India and remains the premier manufacturer of metallurgical
grade alumina. The company has carved a niche for itself in the global aluminium industry with its superior
product quality based on state-of-the-art technology. Vedanta Limited operates a 2 MTPA (million tonnes
per annum) capacity alumina refinery in Lanjigarh (Kalahandi district, Odisha), India since 2007 and an
associated 90 MW captive power plant. The refinery feeds Vedanta’s aluminium smelters at Jharsuguda in
Odisha and at BALCO in Korba, Chhattisgarh.
In line with the group’s strategy of contributing to the communities it operates in, the company has focused
interventions in the areas of health, education, livelihoods, and infrastructure amongst several others, in
the Kalahandi region.
Vedanta Limited’s Lanjigarh unit has been conferred with several accolades across several critical business
functions including:
● India Green Manufacturing Award 2018 for best Green Manufacturing Processes.
● CSR Health Impact Award 2019 for Open Defecation Free (ODF) under the Swachhta Project
● CSR Innovative Project Award for the revival of Dhokra Art
● Greentech Safety Award 2018 for its best Safety Management and Operations
● CII HR Excellence Award 2018 for its best Human Resource practices
● Excellent Energy Efficient Unit award 2019 for technological advancements in energy-efficiency
initiatives
● 6th CSR Impact Award 2019 for Dhokra art under the ‘Aajeevika’ Livelihood project
● Kalinga Safety Excellence Award 2018 under the alumina sector category
● Greentech Safety Award 2019 under the Mines & Metal Category
● Great Place to Work certifiedTM 2019
● India Manufacturing Excellence Award 2019 under the Metals category by Frost & Sullivan
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